
Sinclair Community College

Program/Department Annual Update
2008-09
Program:   Visual Communications

Chairperson:   Shari Rethman

Dean:   Kathleen Cleary

Date:   March 4, 2009

Program outcome(s) for which data were collected during 07-08: 

(Note:  Outcome(s) listed on Program Outcomes Assessment Plan document located at Provost website:  http://www.sinclair.edu/administrative/vpi/pdreview/index.cfm) 

Develop Professional Quality presentations and demonstrate adequate written and oral communication skills.
Demonstrate an understanding of the business fundamentals of visual communication.

Program outcome(s) for which data are being collected this year (08-09): 

(Note:  Outcome(s) listed on Program Outcomes Assessment Plan document located at Provost website: http://www.sinclair.edu/administrative/vpi/pdreview/index.cfm) 

Discuss the history, fundamentals and basic theories of design.
Directions:
This annual update has been designed so that a one-page program review update is provided by each department on an annual basis, in conjunction with the Departmental Program Review process.

The program outcome(s) were identified by department chairs as being those under study each year. Please note the following schedule:

	Program Outcomes
	06-07
	07-08
	08-09
	09-10
	10-11

	Recognize, understand and use the language and jargon of design.

Apply critical thinking and creative problem solving skills to a variety of design problems.
	Direct measure data are collected

VIS 276
	Direct measure data are analyzed
	Document improvements
	
	

	Develop professional quality presentations and demonstrate adequate written and oral communication skills.

Demonstrate an understanding of the business fundamentals of visual communications.
	
	Direct measure data are collected

VIS 276 and 278
	Direct measure data are analyzed
	Document improvements
	

	Discuss the history, fundamentals and basic theories of design.


	
	
	Direct measure data are collected

VIS 100 and 101
	Direct measure data are analyzed
	Document improvements

	Communicate design concepts at various stages of development using the design process, drawing skills and/or appropriate software.
	
	
	
	Direct measure data are collected

VIS 276 and 278
	Direct measure data are analyzed

	Develop print, animation and new media concepts using traditional and computer-based design tools.
	
	
	
	
	Direct measure data are collected

VIS 276


Please e-mail this completed form to angie.didier@sinclair.edu by March 3, 2009.  Thank you.

	Please list noteworthy changes in the data set from last year:

Data set shows an increase in STC completion, this is a result of the college's policy change with respect to graduation.  A large number of students completed the STC in Desktop Publishing, because all of theses courses are also required of the AAS VIS COM degree.
There has been an increase in VIS COM majors who live in Warren County; this is most likely due to the presence of the Courseview Campus.  The program has initiated conversation to offer a few VIS courses at this campus.

Enrollment in the STC programs has jumped, most likely as a result of college policy changes that allow students to list multiple areas of concentration.

More students are enrolling in VIS 270 Visual Communications Internship, this is most likely due to a new relationship to provide interns at Huffy, and because actively seeking and placing interns, has become a departmental focus.
There is an increase in the enrollment of students ages 17-24, though the average age of student's in the program is unchanged.
Please list the actions and/or improvement priorities underway from the most recent program review recommendations:

One recommendation for action was to explore requiring an internship as part of the program requirements.  As a first step, the advisory committee was asked to define what might be barriers keeping a potential employer from hiring student interns.  A strategy for addressing these barriers was discussed. The increase in the number of VIS 270 enrollments is one result of this dialogue.  
Another recommendation was to increase the region's employer's awareness of the caliber of students and graduates in the program.  The actions described above also relate to this recommendation.

The department will submit research requests to RAR this spring to address the recommendations that (1) asks for validation of perceived attrition in entry level courses being related to student's lack of understanding of the field, and (2) seeks to find a correlation with graduates GPA and their employment.
Program information sheets describing the attitudes and behaviors that students will need for success in the design fields have been created and are now being distributed through advising to incoming students.  

SCC 101 has been paired with VIS 106 Design Basics:2D in learning communities to better prepare in-coming design majors.
Program outcome(s)--data collected in 06-07
What actions/improvements are underway as a result of your data analysis?

Recognize, understand and use the language and jargon of design.

Data (collected through the portfolio show professional evaluations) showed that this area has remained consistent for a number of years.  To reinforce the proper use of design terminology, students now create a journal which documents each project with images and a reflection statement in VIS 107 Design Basics: 3D.  The department is currently discussing how to include this journal in all foundation classes to see if an improvement (as measured at the portfolio show) can be achieved.
Apply critical thinking and creative problem solving skills to a variety of design problems.
Data (collected through the portfolio show professional evaluations) also shows this area has remained consistent in the past 5 years.  The department is reviewing all coursework to look for assignments that would lend themselves to applying concepts from various classes together, and to assure that the coursework includes a wide array of design problems and issues.
Program outcome(s)--data collected in 07-08
How have you analyzed the data collected?  What did you find?  Describe the results obtained.
Develop professional quality presentations and demonstrate adequate written and oral communications skills.
Data (collected through the portfolio show professional evaluations) indicates that although there was a slight increase in the overall aggregate score in the presentation area for 2007, in general we have seen little variation in the scores in this area.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the business fundamentals of visual communications.

Data (collected through the portfolio show professional evaluations) indicates that although there was a slight increase in the overall aggregate score in the presentation area for 2007, in general we have seen little variation in the scores in this area.  
The department is unclear as to why the 2007 average scores were slightly higher.

Program outcome(s)—data collected for 08-09
For the outcome(s) currently under study (for 08-09 outcomes), what evidence and process do you plan to use to determine the extent to which this/these program outcome(s) have been met?

Discuss the history, fundamentals, and basic theories of design.
The department will review the grades for VIS 100 Design Survey, and possibly add this outcome to the portfolio assessment form.
Note:  Next year, you will be asked to describe the analysis (08-09 outcomes), and actions/improvements underway (07-08 outcomes).
General Education

Describe any general education changes/improvements in your program/department during this past academic year (07-08).
The department has added SCC 101 to the program requirements and also offered SCC 101 in learning communities with VIS 106, to attempt to raise awareness of general education and its relationship to design coursework.
The journals introduced in VIS 107 Design Basics: 3D, have required the students to write bi-weekly reflections, this may lead to improved writing skills.
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