Announcement of the New Director of the Center for Teaching and Learning

[image: ]Sinclair Community College is pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. Jessica McKinley as the new Director of the Center for Teaching and Learning. 

Dr. McKinley is a dedicated educator who has received several prestigious awards, including the League for Innovation Teaching Excellence Award, the SOCHE Teaching Excellence Award, and multiple service-learning awards. With 20 years of teaching experience, she has established a strong record of implementing experiential learning in her courses and collaborating with community partners to enhance her students' learning through best practices and evidence-based teaching methods. Dr. McKinley is committed to creating effective, engaging, and inclusive learning environments for all students, believing that transformative education starts with empowered educators. 

Currently, Dr. McKinley is a Professor in the Communication Department. She earned her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in communication at the University of Dayton and her Doctorate in Health Communication from Purdue University. Throughout her tenure at Sinclair, she has held several leadership positions, including Interim Director of Marketing, Interim Department Chair, and Co-Director of the Honors Program. She has also served on numerous college-wide committees, such as the Diversity Advisory Committee, the Accessibility Steering Committee, the Merit Committee, the Strategic Communications Planning Committee, and the Assessment Committee. Additionally, Dr. McKinley has represented Sinclair at the state level on the TAG and Ohio Transfer 36 committees and at the national level in leadership positions within the National Communication Association. She has contributed to the Center for Teaching and Learning by developing workshops on assessment, service learning, COIL, and various relevant topics through the Women in Leadership and Learning (WILL) program. 

As President of the Women’s Board for Dayton Children’s Hospital, Dr. McKinley is passionate about giving back to the community that raised her. Last year, she co-chaired a fundraising effort that raised $1.3 million to support behavioral health initiatives in our community.  Dr. McKinley coaches CYO girls’ soccer and volunteers at her children’s school through a program called Masterworks. She also helps run the 31 Days of Women celebration.

Please join us in congratulating Dr. Jessica McKinley on her appointment as the new Director of the Center for Teaching and Learning. We look forward to her leadership and the exciting work that lies ahead!
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