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According to the Office of Research Integrity of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the Office of Investigations of the National Science Foundation research misconduct means fabrication, falsification, or plagiarism in proposing, performing, or reviewing research, or in reporting research results.
,

· Fabrication is making up data or results and recording or reporting them.

· Falsification is manipulating research materials, equipment, or processes, or changing or omitting data or results such that the research is not accurately represented in the research record.

· Plagiarism is the appropriation of another person's ideas, processes, results, or words without giving appropriate credit.

In addition, intellectual property permission related to ownership of ideas, concepts, and protocols must be followed.  Research misconduct does not include honest error or differences of opinion. 

The National Science Foundation (NSF), Sinclair’s largest sponsor of sponsored programs, requires a grantee to bear primary responsibility for prevention and detection of misconduct.  NSF will rely on a grantee to promptly: 

· Initiate an inquiry into any suspected or alleged misconduct.
· Conduct a subsequent investigation, if the inquiry finds substance.
· Take action necessary to ensure the integrity of research, the rights and interests of research subjects and the public and the observance of legal requirements or responsibilities.
· Provide appropriate safeguards for subjects of allegations as well as informants.

Sinclair Community College promotes the importance of and has procedures for referring to the Sinclair General Counsel any potential incidents of research misconduct reported for resolution according to procedures identified in the Code of Federal Regulations 45 CRF 689 (for NSF) or 42 CFR Parts 50 and 93 (for the Department of Health and Human Services).
If a grantee wishes NSF to defer independent inquiry or investigation, it should:

· Inform NSF immediately if an initial inquiry finds substance.
· Keep NSF informed during such an investigation.
· Notify NSF even before deciding to initiate an investigation or as required during an investigation:

(a) If there is reasonable indication of possible violations of civil or criminal law.
(b) If public health or safety are at risk.
(c) If NSF’s resources, reputation, or other interests need protecting.
(d) If Federal action may be needed to protect the interests of a subject of the investigation or of others potentially affected.
(e) If the research community or the public should be informed.
(f) If research activities should be suspended.

· Provide NSF with the final report from any investigation.
In order to implement federal research misconduct regulations, the Sinclair Grants Development Office will implement the following procedures:
1. Post federal research misconduct regulations and information on the website of the Grants Development Office www.sinclair.edu/deparatments/grants.

2. Communicate with and provide training to grant-funded Principal Investigators, Co-Principal Investigators, and Senior Personnel appropriate federal policies and Sinclair procedures relating to research misconduct.
3. Require grant-funded Principal Investigators and Co-Principal Investigators to certify during the proposal transmittal process that they:

i Have read and understand federal research misconduct regulations.

ii Will not engage in fabrication, falsification, or plagiarism in proposing, performing, or reviewing research, or in reporting research results.

iii Will report any suspected incidents of research to the Director of Grants Development or the Sinclair General Counsel.
� From the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Research Integrity web site � HYPERLINK "http://ori.hhs.gov/misconduct/definition_misconduct.shtml" ��http://ori.hhs.gov/misconduct/definition_misconduct.shtml�.


� Code of Federal Regulations 45 C.F.R.§689.1. 


� National Science Foundation Proposal & Award Policies & Procedures Guide (NSF 07-140 June 2007) Chapter VII - Grant Administration Disputes and Misconduct.





