General Education Outcomes Rubric

	PROBLEM SOLVING AND CRITICAL THINKING
The application of higher order analytical and creative cognitive processes
Students should be at the excellent level upon completion of the associate degree at Sinclair.

	Rate the student for each outcome, as Excellent (4), Competent (3), Needs Work (2), or Unacceptable (1).  You may circle the number or write a checkmark through the rated box for each outcome.

	Excellent
	Competent
	Needs Work
	Unacceptable
	TASK DESCRIPTION:
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Course:
	
	Student 
Name:
	

	
	
	
	
	OUTCOMES 
	COMMENTS (should be specific and instructive, to aid the student’s learning and movement to the excellent level)

	Raises relevant questions

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Asks relevant questions to clarify a topic
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Demonstrates beginning intuitive thinking which integrates ideas from a variety of resources
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Asks relevant questions to expand/enhance a topic
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Recognizes fact versus fiction when formulating questions and presenting solutions
	

	Articulates ideas or problems

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Identifies and states major components of a problem
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Identifies and states issues both pro and con
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Makes self understood using a minimum of jargon and giving attention to audience being addressed
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	States the results of analysis of information from a variety of sources in clear and concise terms. 
	

	Uses appropriate problem solving methods

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Assesses issues raised by contradictory or confusing information
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Identifies and states connections to sources, either personal or analytical
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Demonstrates beginning intuitive thinking which integrates ideas from a variety of resources
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Identifies and states major components of a problem
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Identifies and states issues both pro and con
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Identifies and states creative solutions
	


	Exhibits openness to alternative ideas

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Displays evidence of rethinking one’s own perspective including openness to change
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Includes more than one perspective in a discussion
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Demonstrates analysis of alternative perspectives
	

	Constructs measures to evaluate appropriateness, truthfulness, usefulness or validity of an idea or argument

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Recognizes need to question sources
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Recognizes validity of an argument or idea
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Critiques hypotheses and ideas of contradictory positions
	

	Demonstrates analysis of information to support a chosen position with attention to consequences

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Organizes and thinks in a logical manner
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Provides appropriate justification for a chosen position or solution
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Identifies complex patterns of associations from a variety of sources
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Identifies consequences of chosen positions and/or solutions
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Demonstrates ability to justify key components of a chosen position and/or solution
	

	Recognizes logical fallacies

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Identifies when views are based on self interest or preconceptions
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Uses logic and reason to evaluate evidence
	

	4
	3
	2
	1
	Demonstrates understanding of misconceptions
	


Note to Instructor:

If an individual outcome is not part of the task/assignment, do not rate that outcome. Write “Not applicable” in the comments section.
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