Fewer than half of
community college
students meet their
educational goals
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FACT SHEET
Characteristics

and Challenges of
Community Colleges

Commmunity colleges enroll almost halb of
all wndergraduare students in the country.'
Americans turn o COITIITITY '.Zh”t'k,":i (L]
address major shitts in America’s needs by
providing the education that leads o greater
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queahity of life, This work 15 becoming more
critical — and more challenging — as we
IOV t0 mMaintain a sound, competitive econ-
omy and a well-lunctoning democracy in
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Globalizarion s driving changes in our econ-
omy, and our need for an edwcated work force
15 ancreasiE. MNew jobs are more I.IE'|||:I|lI_|I||I!_'|.|
and the demographics of the workforce are
changing; emplovers mcreasingly rely on the
very students who currently are least likely o
complere their education. Educaring a com-
penrive workforce and stmulating local
econcmies depend on providing educanonal
opporiunity — and maximizing educanonal
success — for everyome. Commumnity oolleges
are the ]'ll..'ll..'t*: where everyone Bels educarional
apportunity. Community colleges also muse
be the l'll..ll.'t'h where EUPFYOME Can hnd edeca

Frovral SRCCESS
Commmunity colleges:

W provide broad access to educanion through

i & dmassions.

m enroll almost half of all undergraduoate stu-
dents in the country.’

B scrve a range of college students, including

those who are most likely 1o have aca-

ACHIEVING

THE DREAM"
[ COLLEGES]

COUNT

demic, hnancial and personal challenges.
lwenty-mine percent of community col-
lege students have annual household
incomes of bess than $20,000." Fortv-one
percent of community college students are
first-generation college studenes.*

croll 47 percent of Alrican Amencan
undergraduare students, 36 pércent of
Hizpamic undergraduate students and 57
percent of Mative Amencan undergraduate
shusdents.”

educare a diverse mux of students with
dramatically varymg goals, mcluding ger
g a :I"'l.'[rl.'r tl.z‘l.'!‘- CATIINE 3 COMmImenIy
college certificate or an associate degree,
and earning a bachelor's degree.

educare students who have significant time
comamitments — to their families, their jobs
and their commumnities — in addinon o
their studies. Almost 85 percent of commu-
nity college students work, and more than
half of them (54 percent) work hull rime.*
Chne-thicd of community college studenis
are parents,” Twoethirds of communiy col-

!f#' sruclents are enraolled part time.*

educate students who value theirr educa-
monal expenience. Minety-five  percent
would recommend their college to a friend
or Family member, and 86 percent rare their
overall educanonal experience at the col-
lege as pood or excellent.”
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Oppertunity is a starting peint, but certificates and
degrees change lives

Community colleges’ commitment to provid-
ing broad access to education should be
applauded. Bur access alone isn't enough, The
factors described on the previous page create a
number of challenges for community colleges
and their students,

SMationally, of community college students
who seck an associare degree or higher, 45 per-
cent earm an assocnate or a bacheloe™s degree or

reanster to a four-year institution within six

years. Of students encolled in a certificate
program (study oriented roward a particular
jab or industry}, 41 percemt achieve that goal,
earn a degree or transfer v o four-vear institu-
fm within six years." An addinonal 9 percent
ot degree-secking students and 2 percent of
certificare-secking students continue o be
enrolled in college afrer six years.

When students do complete courses, earn cer-
tificares and earmn degrees, they improve their
awen lives and benehe the nanon.

COMMUNITY COLLEGES AND OUR ECONDMY BY THE NUMBERS

o, Students whe work (full time and
85 -"E' ot Eirme) in addition b taking
clagses”

Students whe work full-time jobs
i dddition fo taking classes

54%

Community college shadenis whe
attend collegs part tims"

66%

Students wha heve howsehald
incomes less than §20 000

29%

Shedents who are parents

33%

A% e
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seeking an associabe degree o
heghes who e3en an associate or
3 bachelor's depres o tramsfar fo
a fpur-year inshitulics within

51 yeary™

45%

Students enmlled in a cedifi-
cate program {study orented
toward a particudar job or
industry) wha schieve thal
goal, eain a degree of bransie
1o & foue-year institelion
within s years™

41%

The: dfference m eamings of
degriees a5 campannd 1o those
wehd haldd only Bigh school
diplomas”

Jokss that ao beld by workers
with a1 least some post-
secondary education of
Eraining™

60%

jected new job growth from
ta 2010 that will require
postsecondary education™

42%
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ACHIEVIN
For more information, contact Meinda Sassadl, THEDRE"LEI'
19-968-2531; mhossolt@macing oig. [ COMMUMITY]
Foor media snquiries. contact Kodest Gilbert, T EOLLEEES ]
T03-528-T100 x109; roberi@ksaplus.com, T TE
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