PROFESSOR PAULA L. NEAL
Professor Emeritus 2010
Professor Paula L. Neal taught at Sinclair Community College for 36 years, from 1972 to 2008.  Paula served as a faculty member in the Business Information Systems Department (BIS) within the Business and Public Services Division. Paula spent many years serving as the Faculty Advisor to Business Professionals of America (BPA), a student organization dedicated to the professional development of business students.  As the advisor, Paula encouraged the members of BPA to participate in state and national competitions.  The competitions are tests developed by business and industry leaders in conjunction with federal workplace skills to test students in various business skills.  Through the years, many of Sinclair’s students placed high enough in the state competitions to go to the national competitions.  In order to participate in the national competitions, Paula was challenged with raising enough money to cover costs for student travel to the national events.  Paula oversaw fund-raising for BPA travel throughout each academic year.  There were several instances of BPA students whose trips to the BPA national competitions were their first trips outside of Ohio. 

Paula served on the BPA National Leadership Conference Host Committee for 5 years.  She oversaw Sinclair Community College’s hosting of the Ohio BPA competitions twice.  She was also Ohio Business Teachers’ Association (OBTA) Newsletter Editor, OBTA Executive Board Member, and the Ohio Representative to North Central Business Education Association.

Paula also represented Sinclair Community College on the international level by participating in a teacher exchange program through the Sinclair International Committee.  Paula spent one year teaching as a full-time faculty member at Tresham College in Kettering, England. She hosted a faculty member in her home during that year who taught full time at Sinclair in the BIS Department. 

During Paula’s time at Sinclair, she served as Secretary of the Faculty Senate.  Paula also served on the Staff Development and Innovation Committee, the Grievance Committee, the Student Conduct Committee, the Divisional Merit Committee, and she was co-chair of Fall Faculty Conference with Dr. Herman Brandt.  Paula co-developed modular units of instruction within the BIS departmental curriculum.  When Distance Learning was introduced on the campus, Paula was one of the first departmental members to develop BIS Distance Learning courses.

Paula Neal’s depth and breadth of experience during the time that she spent as a faculty member within the BIS Department have earned her the honor of Professor Emeritus.

