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PROFESSOR GARY L. MITCHNER

Professor Emeritus 2009
Professor Gary L. Mitchner taught at Sinclair Community College for 34 years, from 1972 to 2006, serving his last seven years as English Department Chair. 

Gary brought the world to his students here in the Miami Valley. He excelled in providing cultural opportunities for students, taking classes on field trips to Cincinnati, Columbus, Yellow Springs, and Indianapolis for Shakespeare plays, poetry readings, writing workshops, and operas, and many times to the Paul Laurence Dunbar museum and house and Dayton Art Institute. He was recognized for his dedicated teaching in 2006 when he received a National Institute for Staff and Organizational Development (NISOD) award for excellence in teaching. 

For his creative course design and teaching, Gary received innovative grants to attend Worcester College, Oxford, England; Trinity College, Cambridge; Jesus College, Cambridge, Dante Studies in Florence; and the Humanities Institute in Greece. 

Professor Mitchner founded Sinclair’s Paul Laurence Dunbar Memorial Prize, the Helen Peterson Literary Prize, and for many years he directed the annual Writers’ Workshop, and edited Flights, the English Department’s literary magazine. 

Gary Mitchner directed the American Association of Community Colleges Beacon Project on Assessment, and published an assessment booklet. He chaired the Program Committee for Fall Conference, co-chaired the Culture Works Workplace Giving for several years, and served as secretary for the Liberal Arts and Sciences Division Chairs’ Council. 

Gary served on almost every campus committee possible: Assessment, Merit, Student Conduct, Faculty Senate, Staff Development and Innovation Committee, Total Quality Management, North Central Association, the Clarion board, Grievance, Process Learning, Service Learning, Chair retreats, and search committees for president, library director, grants director, and faculty.

Professor Mitchner represented Sinclair at many conferences where he often presented, and he served as regional coordinator and national board member for the Jane Austen Society of North America and has directed many local conferences for that group.  An accomplished poet, Gary has had many poems published in literary journals such as The Paris Review, The New Republic, Shenandoah, Cincinnati Review, Flights, Western Humanities Review, The Best American Poetry, 1991, and others. Gary has given many poetry readings and poetry workshops for the College, the community, and area high schools, and was appointed Sinclair’s official (and first) Poet Laureate by President Steven Lee Johnson.

