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Professor Albert R. Giambrone worked full-time for Sinclair for 35 years, including 25 years as a full professor and 13 as chair of the Math Department.  He led the Math Department through many changes and improvements.  These include: development of the MAT 190 sequence, the Math Department’s retention program, department growth of about 40%, and the Math Help Room. Al wrote and annually revised the Math Department Handbook, he instituted the Math Department’s newsletter, Mathnet, and began Sinclair’s participation in the Student Math League Competition conducted semiannually by the American Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges (AMATYC). Al also instituted the Math Department’s quarterly colloquium, and supported the creation of a biannual, off-campus, daylong retreat for full and part-time faculty in the Math Department, and developed and taught, for about 5 years, the department’s first online courses, Math 101 and 102, starting in the late 1990’s.

Al has also been very active in serving the college outside the Math Department.  He served as president and vice president of the Faculty Senate from 1978 to 1980, he participated in the 1970’s in revisions of the Grievance Procedure and the Faculty Assembly Constitution and by-laws to their present day form, he served on the Part-time Faculty and Academic Policies Committees, and he served as the faculty member representative at large for the search for Sinclair’s current president, Dr. Steven Johnson.

Al also participated in the Lincoln School Mentoring Program, which is a mentoring program between Sinclair and gifted fifth-grade students at the Lincoln School for the Arts in Dayton.

Proving the correlation between excellence in Math and Music, Al played the trumpet in the Sinclair Community College Community Band and for Fall Faculty Orientation events in the 1970’s and 1980’s.

Al attended numerous conferences on faculty assessment, administration, teaching and math including “Calculus for a New Century” in Washington D.C. in 1990.  He served on the local planning committee for the national conference of the American Mathematical Association of Two Year Colleges in 2006.

Near the end of his career, Al took a sabbatical to study the ways that math departments are run at several other community colleges.  He also devoted a great deal of time during his sabbatical to analyzing our own data.  The result was an extensive report and many specific recommendations to the Math Department here at Sinclair.  

Al is a man of immense integrity and character and was highly respected by teachers and administrators throughout the college.  His positions on issues were always based upon solid and thoughtful reasoning and backed by appropriate research if applicable. He was able to defend those positions even when not popular, but he was also willing to modify a position if he was convinced it was in the best interest of students and the college as a whole.

