PROFESSOR JEAN I. COOK
Professor Emeritus 1997
Professor Jean I. Cook served as a faculty member at Sinclair Community College from 1971 to 1995.  Dr. Cook’s twenty-four years of teaching and administrative experiences were with many adult learners ranging from under prepared nursing students, working adults, and reentry women, to corporate and military professionals as well as rural and urban poor in developing countries. She utilized her skills, knowledge and abilities to revise and develop new curriculum, initiate programs and teaching strategies at Sinclair, with business and industry, and with other educational institutions in the United States and abroad.

Highlights of Dr. Cook’s twenty-four year tenure at Sinclair Community College includes beginning as a Nursing instructor in 1971 and promoted to Professor in 1980.  She began her many administrative responsibilities in 1977 as the Project Director of the Nursing Capitation Grant.  She transitioned into Experience Based Education in 1980 when she began working with Wright Patterson Air Force Base and conducted a feasibility study using portfolio development as a tool.  She continued her tenure in the Experience Based Education Department as a Cooperative Education Job Facilitator beginning in 1981.

Jean demonstrated her leadership through many projects including: Self-Study Coordinator for the North Central Accreditation Review in 1987; Coordinator for “Initiatives for Action” focus group meetings; Project Director for Building the Capacity for International Competitiveness; Project Director for Short-term Travel Activities for Groups of Educators; Coordinator of The Program for Adult Education in 1992-94; and Facilitator for Total Quality Management sessions and the Learning Excellence Task Force.  From 1992-97 Jean has been the Project Director for the University Development Linkages Program in India and she is currently the Project Director of the U.S. Information Agency Faculty Exchange Program in Madras, India.  She was awarded a Fulbright Scholar awarded in India in 1990 and 1991, which paved the way for 53 community college faculty to have work-learning experiences in Chennai, India.
Jean’s writing and oral communication skills are well documented through the success of funded grants, report writing, publications in the United States and abroad, as well as numerous professional presentations at conferences.  Her international work brought new opportunities for herself and other faculty to learn about other cultures and travel overseas while publicizing Sinclair’s Initiatives.

In summary, much of Sinclair’s international reputation at the national and international levels can be directly attributed to Dr. Cook’s contributions.  Sinclair was the first community college to obtain a United States Agency for International Development College and University affiliations grant without partnering with a four-year institution.  Also we have been the only community college to implement a Short-term Travel Activities for Groups of Educators Program.  These firsts can be directly attributed to Jean’s grant writing and administrative skills.  Dr. Cook is highly astute, innovative and creative.  She is highly deserving of the recognition of Professor Emeritus.

